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Lower Cotter Catchment Draft Reserve Management Plan 2016
The ACT Equestrian Association (ACTEA) was established in 1970 as an umbrella organisation to represent all equestrians in their endeavours at all levels of achievement. ACTEA now represents about 20 affiliated groups across pony club, showjumping, dressage, eventing and endurance riding. We also represent trail riders and users of the government horse holding paddocks. Together, these activities contribute an estimated $20m annually to the ACT economy
. ACTEA would like to make the following comments on the Lower Cotter Catchment  Draft Reserve Management Plan.

Horses in the Cotter Catchment
Horses have been ridden in the Blue Range and Cotter River areas for a very long timer. In the last fifty years the main activities have been recreational. At present there are three groups of users of trails in the area:

1.
Trail Riding Residents of Uriarra Village 
Residents of Uiarra Village can access the Sherwood Forest area to the north of the Lower Cotter Catchment via a cavaletti off East-West Road. The area is, however, limited by several locked gates.

2.
Trail Riders Who Float There Horses Into The Area 

Riders who float their horses generally prefer to access Sherwood Forest from the cavaletti on Mountain Creek Road as the wide verge provides for much safer loading and unloading of horses. This verge is very rough and at times boggy so has some drawbacks. There are also safety issues associated with the cavaletti as it has a stock gate across one end which is difficult for riders to close safely as horses cannot turn around in cavaletti. Again, the area is limited by several locked gates.

3.
Endurance Riders Who Use The Area Either For Training Or Competition
The National Capital Endurance Ride, based at the 'Brookvale' property on Mountain Creek Road, has used tracks in the area since its inception in 1982. This endurance ride attracts around 100 competitors once a year from throughout the Canberra, Snowy, Riverina, south coast and Sydney regions and international-standard riders from Queensland and Victoria as well as New South Wales. Forty kilometre courses have included Mountain Creek, Sherwood, East West, Blue Range, Old Mine and Two Sticks Roads as well as numerous tracks in the Sherwood Forest. 
Local endurance riders also need to train without driving interstate to do so and, as it becomes more and more difficult to find sufficient safe long distance trails within Canberra itself for this purpose, the roads and tracks of the Lower Cotter have become more valuable. 

The Draft Reserve Management Plan recognises ACTEA's 2014 MOU with the ACT Government which reflects the pattern of use outlined above. Noting:

that the equestrian sector seeks the provision of access to Blue Range and in the Lower Cotter Catchment (LCC) for organised trekking and endurance training and competition. It is agreed that any access to the LCC be consistent with the LCC Strategic Management Plan and the LCC Recreation Strategy. Access to the Blue Range outside of the LCC is agreed to. It is noted that access to these areas may be subject to change at short notice (such as, for example, to protect the ACT’s water supply).
We are pleased that this version of the Management Plan has moved on from the 2010 Lower Cotter Catchment Recreation Strategy and allows for horse riding: in the LCC in the area west of  Brindabella Road on routes (to be identified). The Canberra equestrian community looks forward to more detailed discussions about what that might mean.

To start this discussion the attached map indicates those roads currently used inside and outside the Lower Cotter Catchment west of Brindabella Road and those we would like to continue to use for recreational and competitive riding. Many of the roads in the LCC west of Brindabella Road are overgrown and infested with blackberries. Our selection of roads in the LCC is based on:

1. their condition and status as operational management tracks based on Parks and Conservations own maps; and

2. provision of loop routes which keep riders connected to roads outside the LCC and avoid Brindabella Road.

The roads to west of Blue Range Road provide a link through to New South Wales used by endurance riders The roads to the east of Blue Range Road also provide potential endurance training and competition routes but in addition connect to Sherwood and provide an extension for recreational trail riders.

ACTEA looks forward to discussion these proposals with Parks and Conservation in more detail as soon as possible. Contact details are below.

Christine Lawrence

President

ACT Equestrian Association

62885799

cflawrence@homemail.com.au

�	A 2016 Equestrian Australia commissioned study estimated that Australian equestrian activities (excluding all codes of horse racing, polo/ polocrosse, rodeo, western & tent pegging) contributed $1.135billion to the economy.
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