
Stromlo Forest Park Consultative Committee  

Minutes 21 November 2019 – Meeting #2 

 

 

TIME: 1:30pm – 2:30pm 

DATE: Thursday 21 November 2019 

VENUE: Terrace, Exhibition Park in Canberra 

ATTENDEES: Name: Organisation 

Matthew Elkins (chair) ACT Government – Venues Canberra 

Hatley Laughridge 
(secretariat) 

ACT Government – Venues Canberra 

Rod Florence ACT Government – Venues Canberra 

Jeffrey Van Aalst ACT Government – Venues Canberra 

David Jeffrey ACT Government – Sport and Recreation 

Matt Battye Canberra Off Road Cyclists (CORC) 

Darren Stewart Canberra Off Road Cyclists (CORC) 

Anna Gurnhill CycleLifeHQ/Anna Gurnhill Consulting 

Neil Skipper Cycling ACT 

Peter Roger Cycling ACT 

Peter Thomson YMCA Canberra Runners Club 

Ian Ross Pedal Power 

Christine Lawrence ACT Equestrian Association 
 

APOLOGIES: Robert De Castella; Lucille Bailie; Jenny Costin; Stephen Hodge; Anthony Burton; 
Craig Johns; Rebecca Kelley; Geoff Davidson; Liz Clarke 

 

MINUTES ACTION 
ITEM 1 - WELCOME 

 Matthew Elkins welcomed the group. He provided an update on Liz 
Clarke, who had accepted a position with ACT Property Group. Matt is 
acting in the position of Executive Branch Manager, Venues Canberra 
and will be chairing the Stromlo Forest Park Consultative Committee 
(the Committee) going forward. 

 

ITEM 2 – GROUP INTRODUCTIONS 

 Attendees reintroduced themselves and identified the organisations 
they represent. 

 

ITEM 3 – REVIEW PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
 Matthew Elkins ran through the meeting minutes from meeting 1. 

Some attendees had not received the meeting minutes so it was 
agreed they would be resent to the team for review and acceptance. 

HL to send out 
meeting 1 
minutes for 
review by the 
Committee 
 
Committee 
members to 
review and 



accept or 
provide changes 

ITEM 4 – FINAL TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 The Terms of Reference (TOR) were amended as agreed in meeting 1 
and distributed to the Committee with the meeting 1 minutes. 

 Some attendees had not received the email. It was agreed the TOR 
would be recirculated. 

HL to send out 
updated TOR for 
review by 
committee 

 
Committee 
members to 
review and 
accept or 
provide 
feedback 

ITEM 4 – MARKET SOUNDING OVERVIEW 

 Rod Florence provided an overview of the information provided at the 
previous meeting. 

 He also noted that an alternate proposal for accommodation and 
allied retail in the central hub of Stromlo Forest Park (SFP) was 
received as part of the process and is being considered.  

 The group discussed the opportunities and challenges of the idea. 
 The next steps would be an Expression of Interest (EOI) process 

followed by a tender process. This will not occur unless funds are 
identified for Government to develop the required infrastructure. 

 The result of the market sounding was an indication of broad interest 
in the site. Venues Canberra must now take that information back to 
Government for consideration. Venues Canberra will continue to 
consult with the Committee as this conversation with Government 
progresses. 

 

ITEM 5 – MASTERPLAN AND FACILITIES 
 As a result of the concerns raised by the Committee at meeting 1, 

Venues Canberra has engaged AECOM to undertake the suggested 
functional and connectivity analysis against current uses. However, 
AECOM are not available to commence the work until the start of the 
new year. 

 AECOM will meet with the Committee to identify all current uses and 
pinch points. 

 Christine Lawrence was concerned that similar consultation in the past 
had not responded to their needs and concerns. 

 The group discussed the need to address access in the meantime once 
the Leisure Centre was operational. The group agreed to send all 
activities entering/exiting the park to Venues Canberra (including 
approximate attendee numbers, dates and durations). Venues 
Canberra will then take the information to the Leisure Centre Steering 
Committee so they can develop a temporary traffic management 
proposal before the centre opens. 

Committee 
members to 
send all events 
entering and 
exiting the park 
to HL 
 
ME to request a 
temporary 
traffic 
management 
plan from the 
Leisure Centre 
Steering 
Committee 



 David Jeffrey noted that ACT Property Group currently had a tender 
out for operation of the Leisure Centre. 

 The group identified some possible options for addressing the access 
constraints in the park. Matthew Elkins asked the group to bring those 
suggestions to AECOM for consideration. 

 Rod Florence clarified that AECOM’s work involves reviewing 
constraints and options and potentially some preliminary costing but 
would not involve any detail design work or costings at this stage. 

ITEM 6 – Industry Update and Consideration 

 Matt Battye and Darren Stewart presented a preliminary drawing 
showing access paths across Stromlo Forest Park sketched on top of 
the Master Plan. 

 Christine Lawrence was concerned that the lines and activities 
included on the map did not accurately reflect the needs of equestrian 
users. She was concerned that showing this map to AECOM would 
disadvantage the equestrian community during those discussions. 

 Matt Battye clarified that he hoped to use the map as a starting point 
for the Committee to develop a solution to the access issues together. 

 Matthew Elkins noted the work to be done by AECOM would include 
discussions with the Committee as a group. They would be reviewing 
all access needs to identify all pinch points and safety concerns. The 
best first step for the Committee would be to fully develop the list of 
uses included in the legend of drawing. 

 The group agreed to an out of session meeting to confirm the list of 
uses which would be mapped by AECOM. 

HL will arrange 
an out of 
session meeting 
for the 
Committee 
 
The Committee 
will create a 
comprehensive 
list of uses to be 
considered by 
AECOM at the 
out of session 
meeting 

Meeting Closed 3:00pm 
Date of Next Meeting: TBD following out of session meeting  

 


